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Hello y’all, we’re back!
It is a beautiful, sun shining day in South Texas as | sit at the desk in the
Rio Bravo Christian Ministries office. Our six months of Sabbatical rest is

soon coming to an end. We will return to our responsibilities in Mexico on
Monday, February 11th.

We want to share with you a bit about our time of rest. We have been able
to visit the Kelley’s (Linda’s parents) in Minnesota doing plenty of fishing,
visiting, watching “old home movies, seeing the sites, sleeping in late, lay-
ing in bed reading and visiting my grandpa James who is 97 years old. We
were able to visit all of our adult children. We visited Kasey and Isaias and
kids, and were able to be present for his ordination into the local ministry.
We parked at Kandis and Kenny’'s and boys, and had time with Kami and
Ryan, all in the Mufreesboro, TN area and were able while there to watch a
Packer’'s/Titan’s game together with most of the family. We were present
for a baby shower for Kami, and the birth of little Mayleigh, were present

. for four of the grandchildren’s birthdays, spent time playing, hugging and
* caring for many of the grandkids during our visits.

Also, in that area we
attended a county fair, a tractor pull and a couple of music festivals and
concerts. My sister Laura and family had just moved to the nearby town of
Cookeville and we were able to spend some time with them, parked in our
RV trailer in their yard, again visiting some local parks and attending a
festival. We moved to the North Carolina area and visited Brad's brother,
Kevin and family, and then on to visit with my niece Dayla and family in
southeast Tennessee. We saw some friends along the way. Later we spent
time in Ft. Smith, AR with Kelly and Jesse, while they attended a Packer
Game in Green Bay in honor of her 30th birthday. Shortly before our re-
turn home we were in the Rockford area for a Berg family reunion at Brad's
sister, Ann’s home. All the Berg kids were present together for the first
time in ten years, and his mother also, making for a grand time of Thanks-
giving. We also were able to be with Kynda and Scott and family while
awaiting the arrival of their little Cambria. We've also spent some time
with our son-in-laws Parents, Ken and Joy Moss while in Tennessee, Mike
and Debbie Crawford while in Arkansas, and Butch and Teri Nelson. Dur-
ing our time of travels Brad and Kaden frequently worked on construction
projects for families building a garage, an outdoor shed, doing some siding
on a house, and building picnic tables. We returned home early in Decem-
ber to spend some time working on our home. We also helped Kami and
Ryan move to Missouri in January, where he enrolled at Central Christian.




Therefore, encourage and build each other up.”

Just a little bit about the churches we visited in during our travels. We attended the Hibbing Church
of Christ, Hibbing, MN; Franklin Christian Church, Franklin, TN; the new church plant in Murfrees-
boro, TN, Cason Lane Church of Christ in Murfreesboro, TN; Smithville Church of Christ in Smith-
ville, TN; Cookeville Christian Church in Cookeville, TN; South Side Christian in Elizabethton, TN;
First Christian in Franklin, NO; First Christian in Mountain City, GA; Shady Valley Church of Christ
in Shady Valley, TN; Central Christian in Ft. Smith, AR and Central Christian in Rockford, Il. We
found many styles of worship, from praise songs to hymns, from bands with quite “the beat” to scapula
singing, to exhortative preaching and teaching, to lecture type preaching and teaching, to casual
preaching and teaching. We found one thing in common everywhere we went. The family of God in
every instance was warm and loving and kind and for all practical purposes appears to be about the
business of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We were blessed to have occasion to visit with so
many different churches, to study God’'s Word with friends, family and strangers alike and to be
blessed by the presence of others who share with us in being part of God’s forever family, the family of
God. Thank you to those (The Rio Bravo Christian Ministries Board) who made the decision and sug-
gested that we take this time of rest. It has for Brad and | been a time of refreshment and renewal.
We have been blessed to be at all our children’s homes at some very special and important times. We
have enjoyed the extra time we've had to share with Kaden as he will soon be leaving home for college.
We hope to be able to return to serving in Mexico with good health, clear minds, and diligence for the
ministry of introducing and winning people to Christ.

And so now, we press on to the work that is ahead! Many things have taken place in Mexico during
our absence. Thanks to Carlos and Josefina, Todd and Sandra, Daniel, Caleb and Kelly for their
faithfulness in service. The kingdom of God has grown. We have some new brothers and sisters in
Christ that we have yet to meet. Praise the Lord! We have many more that are still lost and that
need to know of our Savior and come into a saving relationship with him. So at this time, we ask once
again for your prayers and support that as we return to serve in Mexico, the ministry effort of Rio
Bravo Christian Ministries might always strive to introduce, win and grow people in Christ. To God
be the Glory! Because of Christ, Brad, Linda and Kaden Berg
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